RESUMEN.--Una sorprendente nueva especie del g6nero Grailaria (Aves: Formicariidae) es descrita de un bosque hfimedo de la zona subtropical alta del drenaje del Rio Chinchipe, provincia Zamora-Chinchipe, Ecuador Se presentan notas acerca de su historia natural y sistemfitica molecular, en conjunto con espectrogramas de sus vocalizaciones. La nueva especie se diferencia claramente por su gran tamafio, sus marcas faciales blancas, y su peculiar voz. Anfilisis iniciales de sequencias del ADN colocan a la nueva especie en un clado que incluye a Grailaria nuchalis (que es sint6pica con la nueva especie), G. hypoleuca, G. watkinsi, y G. ruficapilla.
Vocalizations.--The song of G. ridgelyi ( Fig.  2A) , which was only observed given by males, consists of a series of 6 to 10 or more notes (400 to 650 Hz) separated by intervals of 1 to 2 s, distinctly lower pitched than songs of its closest relatives (Fig. 2D) . The quality of the notes is reminiscent of those of Pteroptochos tapaculos and the Rufous-banded Owl (Strix albitarsis), and at a distance the notes may be confused with a barking dog. Following playback, notes were given for as long as 90 s; the pitch and amplitude (volume) rose slowly for more than 1 min, with notes delivered every 0.6 s; the pitch then leveled and the pace became slower and more dog-like.
The call (Fig. 2B) , given by both sexes, is a softer, two-noted "ho-co." Notes are about 575
and 475 Hz, with the second note occasionally higher pitched. We heard the call given singly, or repeatedly every 4 to 10 s, with intervals shortest after playback. The alarm (Fig. 2C) , given after repeated playback, is similar to the call but the last part is a churred "h6-crrr" or "ho-c6-crrr." Songs and calls generally were given at dawn and dusk but also at other times of day during rain and in misty weather Birds vocalized considerably more in November and December than in January, when natural song was heard on only a few occasions. In late March, we heard songs only after playbacks.
Behavior.--The species has only been ob- (Table 2) . Previous work (N. Rice unpubl. data) suggested that Grallaricula, Hylopezus, and Myrmothera form a sister lineage to Grailaria and that together these four genera form a well-supported monophyletic group. Accordingly, single representatives from Grallaricula, Hylopezus, and Myrmothera were chosen as outgroups for character polarization (Table 2) . Freshly frozen or ethanol-preserved tissues (liver, heart, and muscle) with associated voucher specimens were obtained 
